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27th Operations Group

The mission of the 27th Operations Group at Cannon Air Force Base, New Mexico, is to provide superior combat airpower anytime, anywhere in support of our national interests.  The Operations Group is responsible for the flying operation of all aircraft assigned to the 27th Fighter Wing.  The 27 Operations Group was created November 1, 1991 when the 27th Fighter Wing was reorganized under the objective wing structure.

The group has over 400 trained warriors.  Men and women from the wing’s four fighter squadrons and the operations support squadron are committed to supporting every facet of the wing’s flying operation.  The men and women of the 27th Operations Group operate the F-16C Fighting Falcon.

The F-16C is the world’s premier multipurpose fighter, capable of air-to-air and air-to-ground combat employing the latest high tech weapons in the US inventory.  The 522d Fighter Squadron “Fireballs” and the 523d Fighter Squadron “Crusaders” are the group’s operational block 30 F-16C squadrons.

The 524th Fighter Squadron “Hounds of Heaven,” fly the Block 40 F-16C.   The Block 40 employs the Low Altitude Navigation and Targeting Infrared for Night (LANTIRN) system to deliver laser-guided munitions day or night and are capable of delivering inertially-aided munitions.

The 428th Fighter Squadron “Buccaneers” fly the Block 52 F-16C.  The 428th Fighter Squadron is a hybrid USAF/Republic of Singapore Air Force manned unit.  This foreign military sales squadron trains Singaporean pilot and personnel in the rapid deployment and tactical employment of the F-16C.

The 27th Operations Support Squadron “Wizards” provides all support functions for the group’s flying operation.  The Wizards are responsible for Melrose Bombing Range operations, base weather forecasting and reporting, air traffic control, wing weapons and tactics management, wing scheduling, base airfield management operations, and wing intelligence in addition to numerous other functions critical to the 27th Fighter Wing’s combat capability.

All units are continually ready to conduct combat operations in support of NATO, US Pacific Command, US Central Command, and US Southern Command.  Additionally, any or all of these squadrons could deploy throughout the world on minimum notice.

(Current as of January 2003)
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