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Good Ole’ Mom
and her fruitcake

can't get you out
of a DUI

DRUNK DRIVING

OVER THE LIMIT. UNDER ARREST.
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This holiday, the greatest threat
to military personnel is a crash

Courtesy of www.stopimpaireddriving.org

Washington — Downed helicopters, rocket-
propelled grenades and roadside ambushes
remain serious concerns to U.S. military mem-
bers in Iraq. What many of them stateside
don’t realize is that at home, the greatest
threat to their lives is much more mundane,
but equally or even more dangerous — the pri-

vate motor vehicle crash.

In fact, America loses the equivalent of
about one squadron every year to mostly pre-
ventable traffic crashes, many of which involve
alcohol. Last year, the military lost 310 ser-
vicemembers and employees to car crashes
alone, a rise of 30 percent from the previous
year.

These servicemembers died not for their

Courtesy of www.stopimpaireddriving.org
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Drunk driving is one of America’s deadliest crimes.
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration (NHTSA), in December 2005, 1,033 people were
killed in crashes involving a driver with an illegal blood
alcohol concentration (BAC) level of .08 or above.

That is why local law enforcement organizations will be
out in full force looking for and cracking down on impaired
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@A 4 country, in spite of its best
e efforts to protect them.

According to the U.S.

Department of Transporta-

tion, automobile crashes are

the leading cause of death
nationwide for all people

ages 18-34 years old. “Pre-

venting automobile crashes

is a top priority for President

Bush and Transportation
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DSOC intends to reduce non-combat casu-
alties to 12.5 deaths and 70 injuries per
100,000 personnel per year — preventing 155
traffic deaths per year.

Military personnel are at a high risk
for impaired driving

Though all types of people drink and drive,
researchers say many common drunk drivers
are younger men, aged 18 to 29, who often take
risks and are a “sensation seeker” — much like
a common servicemember.

Moreover, the military employs large num-
bers of men aged 18 to 34, which is the age
group most likely to be involved in alcohol-
related crashes.

While servicemembers might believe they
are invincible behind the wheel, many
impaired driving fatalities last year involved
drivers who had merely drank the legal limit.
In fact, more than 15,000 Americans died in




