
33RD SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON  
U.S. Air Force Fact Sheet 

Mission  
Executes global Special Operations taskings as an Air Force 
component of member of USSOCOM. Operates MQ-9A aircraft, 
personnel, and equipment to provide persistent armed 
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance in support of 
Geographic Combatant Commanders at critical points across 
the globe. Organizes, trains, and equips 80 personnel.

Background 
Organized as the 33 Aero Squadron on 12 June 1917; 
Demobilized on 14 April 1919; Reconstituted and redesignated 
as the 33 Pursuit Squadron on 24 March 1923; Activated on 25 
June 1932; Redesignated as the 33 Pursuit Squadron (Fighter) 
on 6 Dec. 1939; 33 Pursuit Squadron (Interceptor) on 12 March 
1941; 33 Fighter Squadron on 15 May 1942; 33 Fighter 
Squadron, Single Engine on 3 Feb. 1944; Inactivated on 22 
June 1945; Redesignated as the 33 Fighter-Bomber Squadron 
on 3 March 1953; Activated on 8 April 1953; 

Inactivated on 25 June 1953; Redesignated as the 33 Fighter-Day Squadron on 7 May 1956; 
Activated on 25 July 1956; Inactivated on 19 Nov. 1956; Redesignated as the 33 Tactical 
Reconnaissance Training Squadron on 18 Aug. 1969; Activated on 15 Oct. 1969; Inactivated on 1 
Oct. 1982; Redesignated as the 33 Tactical Fighter Squadron on 7 Sept. 1984; Activated on 1 
Jan. 1985; Redesignated as the 33 Fighter Squadron on 1 Nov. 1991; Inactivated on 15 Nov. 
1993; Redesignated as the 33rd Special Operations Squadron on 29 April 2009; Activated on 29 
May 2009. 

Assignemnts

Unkn, 12 June-Dec. 1917; Third Aviation Instruction Center, Dec 1917-Jan 1919; unkn, Jan-14 
April 1919. 8 Pursuit Group, 25 June 1932; Iceland Base Command, 6 Aug 1941; 342 Composite 
Group, 11 Sep 1942; 24 Composite Wing, 18 Mar 1944; Iceland Base Command, 15 June 1944-9 
June 1945. 37 Fighter-Bomber Group, 8 Apr-15 June 1953. 342 Fighter-Day Group, 25 Jul-19 
Nov 1956. 363 Tactical Reconnaissance (later, 363 Tactical Fighter) Wing, 15 Oct 1969-1 Oct 
1982. 363 Tactical Fighter (later, 363 Fighter) Wing, 1 Jan 1985; 363 Operations Group, 1 May 
1992-15 Nov 1993. 27 Special Operations Group, 29 May 2009- Present.

Stations

Camp Kelly, TX, 12 Jun-11 Aug 1917; Etamps, France, 19 Sep 1917; Clermont-Ferrand, France, 
c. 25 Sep 1917; Issoudun, France, Dec 1917; Bordeaux, France, 6 Jan-18 Mar 1919; Mitchell 
Field, NY, 5-14 April 1919. Langley Field, VA, 25 June 1932; Mitchell Field, NY, 14 Nov 1940-27 
July 1941; Iceland, 6 Aug 1941-9 June 1945; Camp Kilmer, NJ, 20-22 June 1945. Clovis AFB, 
NM, 8 Apr-25 June 1953. Myrtle Beach, AFB, SC, 25 Jul-19 Nov 1956. Shaw AFB, SC, 1 Oct 
1969-1 Oct 1982. Shaw AFB, SC, 1 Jan 1985-15 Nov 1993. Cannon AFB, NM, 29 May 2009- 
Present.



Decorations

Air Force Outstanding Unit Awards: 1 Jan. 1992-15 Nov. 1993; 1 Jan. 1988-30 Dec. 1989; 1 Oct. 
1981-1 June 1983; 2 July 1976-30 June 1978; 1 July 1974-1 July 1976
Meritorious Unit Awards: 1 Oct. 2013-30 Sep. 2015; 1 Oct. 2011-30 Sep. 2013; 1 Oct. 2009-30 
Sep. 2011




